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@ The church colleges still send sufficient 
numbers of graduates and educational lead- 
ers into the mainstream of our nation’s edu- 
cational life to influence its direction and 
content. Without these colleges, the whole 
educational program would be decidedly 
poorer and the church, in turn, would have 


its power to influence culture greatly re- 
duced. 


@ The real test of the plus-factors in a col- 
lege lies not in the role that the religious 
spirit plays in courses, not in the number of 
student religious activities or groups, nor in 
the formal courses in religion. The real test 
is: Does the religious spirit permeate the 
college atmosphere? It must be found also 
in the student and faculty participation in 
church and community life. 


@ In plain words, piety is not enough. The 
pious hopes and professed claims often ex- 
pressed in the bulletins of church-related col- 
leges cannot be substituted for a strong 
faculty, a library of well-chosen books, and 
dormitories where refined living is possible. 


@ Sound Christian education . . . is “not 
afraid to follow truth wherever it may lead 


nor tolerate error as long as reason is left 
free to combat it.” 


@ |f the church is not able to support all of 
the church-related institutions at this (high) 
level of quality, its only recourse is to limit 
its financial help to the number of colleges 
that can be so maintained. . . . Whatever 
kind of institution is supported, “quality” 
students, quality faculty, quality programs, 
quality facilities, and adequate financing are 
imperative. 


@ There is a very close relationship between 
the financial support and the quality of aca- 
demic work in our colleges. 


@ There is general agreement that a senior 
college of less than 500 students is ineffi- 
cient and unduly expensive; and that a junior 
college should have a minimum of 300 stu- 
dents for efficient operation. . . . Efficient 
operation means not only one which finan- 
cially is reasonable and economical, but an 
operation which includes enough students 
so that sound educational work can be car- 
ried out. 


@ |f we are to carry out a program of Chris- 
tian higher education . . . we must organize 
our resources and energies around an enter- 
prise that can not only be supported, but can 
capture the energetic loyalties that the Pres- 
byterians can give. 


From a significant report made for the Synod of North Carolina on 


CHURCH RELATED HIGHER EDUCATION 


See page 3 











Letters to the Editors 





Program to Strengthen Ties Gets Support 





Presbytery Takes Good Action 
To Tur OUTLOOK: 

. The merger of The Presbyterian 
Tribune with Tur OUTLOOK and your 
avowed support of a program to strength- 
en the ties among all Presbyterians de- 
serve the support of Presbyterians North 
and South. ... 

C. HowArD WALLACE. 
Cambridge, Mass. 


EDITORS’ NOTE—We are grateful for 
the cordial and continued support being 
received. For instance, the Presbytery of 
Winnebago (Wis.) adopted the report of 
its Committee on Church Union and Co- 
operation which was presented by David 
H. Pfieiderer, chairman. Among other 
things, this report: 

1. Urged each minister to subscribe to 
THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK “and to make 
this weekly paper accessible to elders and 
interested laymen in your church. This 
newspaper is the only paper that presents 
the activities and work of both the USA 
and U. S. churches.” 

2. It urged ministers to participate in 
THE OUTLOOK’s annual vacation exchange. 

3. It urged that copies of the Drajt 
Catechism of the Church of Scotland be 
ordered from Tur OvuTLook (at 25¢) for 
study and use. 

Other church bodies may want to do 
something like this, with the possible 
addition of: 

4. The widespread distribution of the 
annual Going-to-College-Handbook which 
serves students and colleges of American 
Presbyterianism, both in church-related 
institutions and on other campuses. 


More Pet Peeves 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Imagine someone asking me for my 
pet peeves! Just the chance I’ve been 
wanting. (OvuTLooK, May 30, p. 12) 

My main one is well meaning ladies 
who try to help a mother take care of 
small children in a meeting. My little son 
soon learned that a few well timed cries 
would produce everything from cough 
drops to manicure scissors from the purses 
nearby. 

My second one: People who approach 
me for a job to be done at church with 
“It won’t amount to much but... .” Who 
wants to do a job like that? No wonder 
we have a hard time recruiting workers 
in the church. 

My third one: Sunday school teachers 
who say, “They are so little you can't 
do much with them.” It is interesting 
what those little children have to say 
about the Sunday school class when they 
get home. 

Mrs. MERLE I. KELty 
Apopka, Fla. 


Problem of Judas 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Kenneth J. Foreman wrote “If Judas 
Had Told It,” in Tue OvuTLooK for May 16. 
In this article he states, “Something turn- 
ed him against Jesus. He came to dis- 
believe in him as strongly as he ever be- 
lieved.” 

I believe Dr. Foreman is in error here. 
Judas Iscariot was never at any time a 
believer. The Bible picture of Judas is 


one of treachery, hypocrisy, dishonesty, 
and greed. Can this be the pictur® of a 
child of God? 

Christ having washed the feet of the 
disciples said, “and ye are clean, but not 
all” (Jn. 13:10). Judas was spiritually 
unclean and Jesus knew it. 

In Acts 1:25 we read that Judas fell 
by transgression that he might go to his 
own place. This cannot happen to any 
true believer, for God is faithful (1 Cor. 
10:13). Christ says, “While I was with 
them in the world, I kept them in thy 
name: those that thou gavest me I have 
kept and none of them is lost, but the son 
of perdition; that the scripture might be 
fulfilled” (Jn. 17:12). If Judas ever be- 
lieved and the Scriptures say he is lost, 
violence is done toward the doctrine of the 
perseverance of the saints. 

No, Judas never believed with a saving 
faith, but rather with a belief akin to that 
of trembling devils (Jas. 2:19). ‘Jesus 
answered them, Have not I chosen you 
twelve; and one of you is a devil? ,He 
spake of Judas Iscariot the son of Simon: 
for he it was that should betray him, be- 
ing one of the twelve” (Jn. 6:70.1). 

Wo. L. Banks. 
Lincoln Seminary, Pa. 


DR. FOREMAN COMMENTS: Let us 
agree that where Judas is concerned we 
are largely in the realm of speculation 
and inference rather than of direct knowl- 
edge. I did not mean to suggest that 
Judas exercised “saving faith” but that he 
did at first have some kind of faith, and 
I should think a pretty strong one, in 
Jesus. My own thinking starts from an 
assumption and a question. The assump- 
tion is: Jesus was sincere in all that he 
did. The question is: Would Jesus have 
deliberately and sincerely invited a man 
for whom he knew there could be no hope, 
to be his disciple? My answer is No. I 
believe both that there must have been 
something in Judas that appealed to Jesus 
or he would not have chosen him; and that 
there must have been something in Jesus 
that appealed to Judas, or Judas would 
not have responded. Read Matthew 10 
and consider that these words were ad- 
dressed to Judas too. 


Back of Liquor Problem 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In Wilbur La Roe’s column of the May 
9 issue of Tur OvuTLOooK, he says, “If you 
are inclined to boast that you are broad- 
minded about liquor you had better start 
thinking about the quality of your 

I, indeed, am sorely distressed over the 
awful tragedy of the four million alco- 
holics in this country. I am also dis- 
tressed over the dope addicts, the diabe- 
tics etc., but that doesn’t mean that I put 
the blame on sugar, or dope, or alcohol. 
Let us put the blame where it is due. 

I am one who can say that I am broad- 
minded about alcohol (even though I don't 
use it) because I realize where the trouble 
lies. 

These poor, sick individuals are merely 
trying to use liquor as a means to escape 
their problems, rather than facing them 
and working out a solution. Their lives 
will continue to be completely muddled, 
until they learn that life must be faced 


and troubles conquered. Certainly the 
attempt to use liquor to escape from prob- 
lems is one of the worst ways to do it. It 
has probably caused more tragedy and 
heartbreak than any other means of “run- 
ning away” has done, but still the root 
of the trouble lies in the sick mental and 
spiritual condition of the individual. A 
spiritually and mentally healthy person 
realizes that refusal to meet and solve 
problems only results in creating more 
and more problems. People who have real 
faith in God always have the strength they 
need to face anything that can happen to 
them. 

Even if we could destroy all the liquor 
in the world, the root of the trouble would 
still be there, and would certainly find 
some other way to cause misery and un- 
happiness. (Dope addicts, deprived of 
dope, steal and even kill, in order to satis- 
fy the screaming “‘lust of the flesh.’”’ If we 
don’t control our bodies, they will control 
us.) What we see in these alcoholics, 
dope addicts etc., is merely the end of a 
chain-reaction of results. The root of the 
trouble began when the individual lost 
faith in Life. 

Until people realize that the best way to 
live is God’s way, (and at the present 
time, God’s way is with faith and courage 
and unselfishness in every situation), they 
will continue to create miserable situa- 
tions for themselves, their loved ones, and 
society as a whole. 

Instead of trying to get rid of the weed 
by merely cutting off the stem, let us get 
to the root of the trouble and dig it out. 

Martua (Mrs. JAMES M.) LESLIE. 
Ft. Worth, Texas. 


Wilbur LaRoe Says: 


Middle-Class Church. “Protestant- 
ism... has frankly lost the masses of 
industrial labor. . . . Protestantism . . . 
has become a middle-class movement, a 
comparatively inexpensive fraternity with 
hundreds of thousands of local chapters, 
less strict about attendance and dues 
than many a civic organization or coun- 
try club.”—CreicnHton Lacy in The 
Christian Century. 











Christian Polity in Government. 
We church people should be constantly 
watching our government with a view to 
observing the extent to which Christian 
policies are being followed in administer- 
ing the affairs of state. Recently Presi- 
dent Eisenhower took a strong stand for 
liberal trade with other nations on the 
ground that the cause of peace will be 
advanced if nations will trade freely and 
in friendly fashion wth each other. This 
is clearly in line with sound Christian 
principles, even if it results in trading 
with nations whose policies we cannot 
endorse. There is comfort in having at 
the top of our government leaders who 
earnestly try to make their decisions con- 
form to the principles of the Christian 
gospel. 


Live Without God? “If I should 
really feel that for a single hour I was 
solely in charge of my life I should be 
very much afraid.”—W. Paul Ludwig, 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 2 North Sixth Street, Richmond 29, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 
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Foreign postage $1 extra. 











the 
M: 
an 
Co 
Co 


his 
yee 


the 
prob- 
. 
and 
‘run- 
root 
. and 


rson 
solve 
more 
» real 

they 
en to 


iquor 
vould 
find 
1 un- 
d of 
Satis- 
If we 
ntrol 
olics, 
of a 
f the 
- lost 


ay to 
esent 
urage 
, they 
situa- 
3, and 


weed 
is get 
it. 
LIE. 


de 





stant- 
ses of 
Rosa's 
ent, a 
y with 
pters, 
dues 
coun- 
The 


nent. 
tantly 
iew to 
-istian 
nister- 
Presi- 
and for 
m the 
rill be 
ly and 
. This 
ristian 
rading 
cannot 
‘ing at 
s who 
1s con- 
ristian 


should 
I was 
uld be 
udwig, 


utlook 
2-9492; 











The Presbuterian Qutlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


CONTINUING THE PRESBYTERIAN TRIBUNE 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Vol. 137. No. 24. Jume 27, 1955. 


1 North Sixth St., Richmond 19, Virginia 





Presbyterian Million 
Goes to Methodists 


Thomas J. Watson, Sr., chairman of 
the board of the International Business 
Machines Corpn., and a Presbyterian, 
and Mrs. Watson have given Genesee 
Conference the old Watson homestead at 
Coopers Plains, N. Y., near Corning and 
a gift of nearly $1,000,000 in memory of 
his parents. The center will become a 
year-round retreat. 


AR Synod Names 
Hymnal Committee 


Associate Reformed Presbyterians, at 
the recent meeting of their General Syn- 
od, took cautious steps forward. Al- 
though the AR* group was rcpresented 
in planning and developing the Pan- 
Presbyterian Hymnal which is scheduled 
for publication next October, a nine-man 
commission will examine the volume 
when it appears and announce its judg- 
ment about the use of the book. A 
generous provision of psalms has been 
made in the hymnal particularly with 
the AR and United Presbyterian groups 
inmind. The ARs formerly held to “‘ex- 
clusive psalmody” as their ‘‘distinctive 
principle” but this has been modified and 
hymns are now allowed also. 

After extended discussion the synod 
also appointed a committee of nine to 
study the teachings of the Bible on the 
question of segregation but that night 
reconsidered the action and rescinded it. 

Encouraging reports from the Erskine 
College Development Fund were made by 
Erskine’s new President J. M. Lesesne. 
During the past year $640,000 was 
pledged to the college and $206,000 has 
already been paid. 

The Moderator for this year, elected 
a vear in advance, is M. B. Grier, Gas- 
tonia, N. C., pastor. Next year’s Mod- 
erator is to be R. T. Nelson of Lake 
Wales, Fla. 


Churches are asked to take an offering 
for the Calvin auditorium in Geneva on 
Reformation Day. This is a World 
Presbyterian project. 

*Although generally spoken of as ARP, 
the General Synod last year reacted 
against the popular use and made this 
abbreviation official: The A. R. Presby- 
terian Church. Some of the AR publica- 
tions, however, still revert to ARP. 


UPs Favor Two-Way Union Now 


MonMovutH, ILL. (RNS)—The Gen- 
eral Assembly of the United Presbyterian 
Church of North America voted here to 
work towards union with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. It decided to seek such 
unity without waiting for the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., to join in a three- 
body merger. 

A new permanent committee on inter- 
church relations was authorized to nego- 
tiate with the Presbyterian Church, USA. 

Church leaders said the move was not 
designed to shut out the Southern Church 
from unity efforts but to effect a partial 
merger and work toward complete union 
when the Southerners were ready. 

A proposal to merge the three churches, 
approved by their General Assemblies 
last year, was rejected by balloting in the 
presbyteries of the Southern Church. The 
voting in USA and United Presbyterian 
churches was overwhelmingly in favor of 
the three-way merger. 

Early in June, the General Assembly 
of the Presbyterian Church, U.S., meet- 
ing in Richmond, Va., decided against 
further efforts now for merger with the 


USA and United Presbyterian groups. 

The United Presbyterians went on 
record in favor of an interracial church. 

“The apostolic church was interracial,”’ 
the Assembly said, “and if Christian 
truth is to govern their actions, today’s 
churches will allow no racial bar to pre- 
vent the invitation to membership.” 

The Assembly selected Knoxville 
(Tenn.) College, the denomination’s 
school for Negro youths, as the site for 
next year’s meeting. 

In another action, the Assembly re- 
quested the National Council of Churches 
to make greater use on its radio programs 
of ministers from the various denomina- 
tions participating in the Council. 

The delegates affirmed ‘‘with the Na- 
tional Council of Churches and many of 
the major denominations our opposition 
to any permanent system of peacetime 
universal military training.” 

They also approved creation of a de- 
partment of temperance education within 
the Board of Christian Education and 
authorized the appointment of a full- 
time department secretary. 


Major Steps Proposed in 
North Carolina Study 


The consolidation of Flora Macdonald, 
Peace and Presbyterian Junior Colleges 
(perhaps in Fayetteville) is a probable 
result of a comprehensive study of the 
higher education program of the Synod 
of North Carolina. 

As a result of a two-year study fi- 
nanced by the Ford Foundation, the 
synod will face this and other major con- 
siderations when it meets at Barium 
Springs July 12. 

Also recommended by the study: 

The merger of Mitchell (junior) Col- 
lege with Lees-McRae junior college and 
and the dissolution of the Glade Valley 
High School; 

A major campaign to provide needed 
finances for the synod’s colleges. 


Conditional Grant 


The Ford grant of $50,000 for the 
study was made on condition that the 
synod would attempt to carry out the 
implications of the study. On record as 


favoring the move, in addition to many 
influential leaders of the synod, are Da- 
vidson, Queens, Flora Macdonald and 
PJC trustees. Dissents have been filed 
by Mitchell and Peace trustees. 

According to the 100-page report, go- 
ing into the hands of the synod’s 508 
ministers and to the 634 churches, the 
synod should invest only in those insti- 
tutions that conform to specified stand- 
ards and operations. What would hap- 
pen to a college that refused to accept the 
proposed recommendations is not entirely 
clear but it is indicated that future sup- 
port should be provided for those that 
do go along with the overall program. 
One difficulty arises from the fact that 
some of the colleges are controlled by one 
or more presbyteries and not directly by 
the synod. 

The major recommendation calling for 
creation by merger of a well equipped 
coeducational institution to serve eastern 
North Carolina would carry with it a 








$5-million building program and efforts 
to provide adequate endowment. In ad- 
dition to present assets, it is estimated 
that a $2-million campaign would be 
needed. Several cities have been men- 
tioned as a possible site but major efforts 
have been reported only from Fayetteville 
where a million-dollar gift is discussed. 

The committee of 30 supervising the 
study has been headed by Warner L. 
Hall, Charlotte pastor. Leading educa- 
tors of national reputation have served as 
advisors and consultants and Roger P. 
McCutcheon of Tulane and Donald C. 
Agnew of Oglethorpe have formed the 
staff. 

The proposed merger of Mitchell and 
Lees-McRae is mentioned, although the 
latter college is within the bounds of the 
Synod of Appalachia, because Concord 
Presbytery is related to both institutions. 

The original function for which Glade 
Valley high school was founded “no 
longer exists and has not existed for some 
20 vears,” the report says. Adequate 
public schools, it says, are now available. 


Urge Synod Control 


It is also urged that the Presbyterian 
pattern of synodical control of educa- 
tional institutions be made more uniform 
and that presbyteries be asked to relin- 
quish present control to the synod. 

Future possibilities of both Queens 
and Davidson are considered bright, 
though South Carolina, says the report, 
should be asked to share more generously 
in supporting Queens, and Florida should 
increase its support of Davidson. North 
Carolina, it is made clear, should also 
increase its support substantially. 

Although the report indicates that 
Methodist and Baptist statistics show 
the need of a constituency of 100,000 to 
support a senior college and 50,000 for 
a junior college, the N. C. Presbyterian 
record of giving is shown to be almost 
double that of these two groups. There- 
fore, it is suggested that where this is the 
case, 50,000 may be able to support a 
senior college and 25,000 a junior college. 


Small vs. Larger 


The report blasts a familiar claim that 
a better educational job is done in small 
colleges and classes. It is found that 
“a senior college with at least 1000 stu- 
dents would do a better job educationally 
than one half that size, and a much better 
job than one one-fourth that size.” The 
opinion that “the smaller the school, the 
more thorough the teaching and the better 
opportunity for learning” the report finds 
to be untrue. In the final two years of 
small colleges, it is indicated, not enough 
students are available to insure stimulat- 
ing classes. 

Co-education, it is predicted, will be 
almost universal by 2000 A. D. Loca- 
tion in remote or secluded areas is to be 
avoided; accessibility is to be sought. 
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U.S. Assembly 
Recordings Made 


Tape recordings giving any portions 
of the recent Presbyterian, U. S., Assem- 
bly are available (order form upon re- 
quest) at Division of Radio and TV, 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N. E., Atlan- 
ta 5, Ga. A deposit of $5 for each 30- 
minute tape is required but this will be 
refunded for all tapes returned by Au- 
gust 1. 


Reformed Report Hits 
Racial Equality Idea 


DurRBAN, So. AFRICA (RNS)—A report 
declaring that equality between races is 
a misconception was issued here by a 
special commission of the Federated 
Dutch Reformed Churches. This group 
is a coordinating body of the three 
major Dutch Reformed Churches in 
South Africa. 

The report was prepared by the federa- 
tion’s Commission for Current Problems. 

“Every nation and every race will be 
able to perform the greatest service to 
God and the world if it keeps pure with 
honor and gratitude its own national at- 
tributes, received from God’s hands,” it 
said. 

“The maintenance of the national iden- 
tity of every nation cannot be regarded 
as a temporary measure of an undeveloped 
or inarticulate nation but is a continuous 
duty of every people in honor of God’s 
arrangements.” 

Asserting that God “divided people 
into races, languages and nations,” the 
report said these differences were “not 
only willed by God but perpetuated by 
him.” It added that the conception of 
“equality between natives, coloreds and 
Europeans includes a misappreciation of 
the fact that God made people different.” 

“Far from the word of God encourag- 
ing equality,’ the report stated, “it is 
an established scriptural principle that in 
every community ordination there is a 
fixed relationship between authorities. 


“The strong are responsible for the pro- 
tection of the weak; those culturally and 
spiritually advanced have a mission to 
leadership and protection of the less ad- 
vanced. 


LATER: When this report was pre- 
sented, it was rejected as “illogical” and 
“unacceptable.” The commission was dis- 
charged and another was appointed im- 
mediately. “Bitter disappointment” was 
expressed that the assigned task was not 
properly carried out. 


Archbishop Calls 
S. Africans to Repent 


CAPETOWN, So. AFRICA (RNS)—Geof- 
frey Hare Clayton, Anglican Archbishop 
of Capetown, called on South Africans 
to repent before God for permitting their 
country to adopt its segregation laws. 

He issued the call at a mass-meeting 
held here by religious groups to protect 
recent government legislation strengthen- 
ing apartheid (segregation) practices. 

“T urge that whatever the cost to our 
pride and prestige,” Dr. Clayton said, 
“we turn aside from political chicanery 
and wrangling and declare our convic- 
tions as Christians, and make an act of 
national repentance for allowing this land 
of ours to get into such an intolerable 
mess in the field of human relationships.” 

The Anglican metropolitan said he 
could not believe that any but the “most 
obstinately blind and stupid” could view 
the situation in South Africa with easy 
conscience. 

Dr. Clayton said present South African 
apartheid policies are based on fear, 
which he called ‘“‘an evil thing that makes 
men ruthless and cruel.” 

He attacked claims that segregation is 
a “divinely inspired” pattern. 

Stressing that the church must care 
for the underprivileged and those unable 
to defend themselves, Dr. Clayton said 
that “when we think the principles of 
Christ are being contradicted by any gov- 
ernment it is our duty to say so.” 

“Especially in a multi-racial popula- 
tion we must watch for any kind of racial 
discrimination which deprives a man of 
opportunities,” he declared. 





There is an interesting parallel be- 
tween the scientific breaking of the 
sound barrier and the spiritual break- 
ing of the social barrier. 

When the sound barrier was broken 
by an aircraft on October 1, 1947, 
shock waves occurred and interference 
was experienced. 

This is true of every attempt to 
break the social barrier. Shock waves 
DR. EVANS, Dayton, Ohio, pastor, was 
recently elected president of the Founda- 


tion of the Presbyterian Church, USA. He 
is a former Assembly’s Moderator. 





SOUND BARRIER AND SOCIAL BARRIER 


By HUGH IVAN EVANS 


occur between races and groups. 
Science has reduced these shocks and 
this interference by doing two things: 
The design of the aircraft is now im- 
proved and the controls modified so 
that no interference is experienced. 

Our church is doing this by break- 
ing down the barriers of race, social 
inequality, inadequate health care and 
education, by strengthening commu- 
nication between rural and city com- 
munities to eliminate moral and spirit- 
ual barriers. 
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@ A major talk dealing with Biblical bases 
which make racial segregation untenable 


Segregation and Bible Teachings 


UR Confession of Faith states in 

chapter I, section 10: ‘“The Supreme 
Judge, by which all controversies of re- 
ligion are to be determined, and all de- 
crees of councils, opinions of ancient 
writers, doctrines of men, and private 
spirits are to be examined, and in whose 
sentence we are to rest, can be no other 
but the Holy Spirit speaking in the Scrip- 
ture.” 

The matter of desegregation is tre- 
mendously complex; yet the basic ques- 
tion before this court is not how may it 
practically be done, nor yet, is it accept- 
able to the majority of our people, but, 
what does the Word of God teach? 


The real secret of Billy Graham’s pow- 
er, many of us think, lies in his oft-re- 
peated phrase, “The Bible says.” Surely 
this court is preeminently concerned with 
the question: What does the Bible say? 
Now, brethren, we will differ, even as the 
Westminster Divines differed, as to what 
the Bible does say. But I am under a 
tremendous constraint to say to you as 
simply and as earnestly as I can what 
the Scriptures say to me on this subject. 


Called and Separated 


One of the most characteristic doctrines 
of the Bible, as all Presbyterians assured- 
ly recognize, is the doctrine of election, 
and particularly that phase of it which 
holds that God has a chosen people, a 
people who, in a special sense, are his 
peculiar people. They are chosen, not 
because they are deserving above other 
men, but out of God’s sheer grace. They 
are not chosen to be God’s pets, but to 
be his servants, through whom all men are 
to be blessed. 


In the great transaction at Sinai, God 
chose Israel as his people. And when 
Israel did not fulfill her mission as God’s 
servant, he sent her into captivity but 
chose from among her a remnant. And 
out of that remnant the Jewish common- 
wealth arose. To that commonwealth, 
hardened and deadened as it was, God 
in the fulness of time sent his son, the 
Messiah, to gather out a new remnant, 
the disciples, and a new Israel, the Chris- 
tian Church. 


Now all the way through this process: 
Israel-remnant-Messiah-disciples-church, 


there was a kind of segregation, ordained 
of God as his will. 








MR. WINN was chairman of the standing 
committee on Christian Relations at the 1955 
Presbyterian, U.S., Assembly. He was in- 
terrupted on the basis of a technicality and 
was unable to complete this talk in support 
of the action later taken by the Assembly 
condemning racial segregation. 
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By ALBERT C. WINN 


God’s chosen people must be a sep- 
arate people. They cannot bless the 
world if they become indistinguishable 
from the world. 


Now, if we believe in racial segrega- 
tion, we may seize upon many of these 
passages to buttress our views. But we 
need to examine what kind of segrega- 
tion is here intended. Let us start in the 
Old Testament, where the segregation of 
God’s people is demanded in terms that 
are blunt and unmistakable. Here are 
the dietary laws concerning meats not to 
be eaten, the laws of ceremonial purity, 
the law of circumcision—all designed to 
set Israel apart, to prevent any easy social 
intercourse with the surrounding peoples. 
Here is even the solemn herem, the ban, 
the order to destroy the Canaanites, rather 
than to permit intermarriage with them. 
I read from Deuteronomy 7: 

“When the Lord thy God shall deliver 
(all these nations) before thee; thou shalt 
smite them, and utterly destroy them; thou 
shalt make no covenant with them, nor 
shew mercy unto them; neither shalt thou 
make marriages with them; thy daughter 
thou shalt not give unto his son, nor his 
daughter shalt thou take unto thy son.” 


That is plain enough. But why? That 
thou mayest preserve the racial strain in 
purity? Because a mongrelized people 
are an abomination unto me? No! “For 
they will turn away thy son from follow- 
ing me, that they may serve other gods.” 


No Mixed Religion 

There’s the reason. This was a re- 
ligious segregation. Its purpose was to 
avoid the assimilation of pagan and ex- 
ecrable idolatries into the pure faith given 
on the mount. God’s pure religion must 
not be mixed. That is why Israel had 
to be separate from the heathen, why the 
remnant had to be separated from apos- 
tate Israel, why the disciples had to be 
separate from the multitude, why the 
church must be separate from the world. 

Not one of these chosen groups was a 
pure racial group. Certainly Israel was 
not. The Bible explicitly records in the 
12th chapter of Exodus that a mixed 
multitude accompanied the descendants 
of Jacob as they left Egypt. The power- 
ful tribes of Ephraim and Manasseh were 
descended from Joseph and his Egyptian 
wife. Moses had a wife who may have 
been a Negro, and certainly was not an 
Israelite; and when Miriam rebuked him 
about it, the Lord did not reward this 
feminine champion of racial purity; he 
struck her with leprosy. 


No, the thing which made Israel a 
nation was not a pure racial strain, but 
the fact that at Sinai God chose Israel 
and entered into a covenant with her. 


It is marriage and mingling outside 
the covenant which is condemned by the 
Bible, not marriage and mingling across 
racial lines. ‘There was a small but 
steady influx of peoples of other races 
into the covenant fellowship all through 
the Old Testament. Slaves were bought, 
circumcised, and admitted to Israel. 
Wives were married who embraced the 
God of Israel and became Israelites. Our 
Lord’s human ancestry was mixed racial- 
ly. In his line were Tamar and Rahab, 
Canaanites; and Ruth, a Moabite. The 
prophets looked forward to a great in- 
flux of other races into the covenant 
nation Israel. In Isaiah 19:24-25 we 
read: 

“In that day shall Israel be a third with 
Egypt and with Assyria, even a blessing 
in the midst of the land: Whom the Lord 
of hosts shall bless, saying, Blessed be 
Egypt my people, and Assyria the work of 
my hands, and Israel mine inheritance.” 

Over in the 56th chapter, the prophet 
calls the temple the house of prayer for 
all people. And in the 66th chapter he 
goes 30 far as to say that the Lord will 
make of these foreign peoples priests and 
Levites. 


Now where in all of this is there one 
word about a superior race, or a pure race, 
or a mongrel race? 


The years between the Testaments were 
hard years for the Jews. Under foreign 
dominion, facing rulers who tried to Hel- 
lenize them and rob them of all their 
distinctive customs, they emphasized 
more and more the external differences 
between themselves and the Gentiles: 
flesh-descent from Abraham, observance 
of the Sabbath, circumcision—these be- 
came of prime importance. Gentiles were 
called dogs. 

A wall of partition was erected in the 
temple itself, beyond which no Gentile, 
however devoted to the faith of Israel, 
could go. 

Jesus came. He confined his ministry 
to the chosen people, for that was why 
he was sent. But he praised the faith of 
Gentiles, saying he had not found the like 
in Israel. He lived for days among the 
despised Samaritans, a mixed breed of 
folk. He said many would come from 
the east and the west to sit down with 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the King- 
dom. He declared if he were lifted up 
he would draw all men to himself. And 
after his resurrection, when all authority 
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was his, he commissioned his disciples 
to preach the gospel to all men every- 
where. 

It was as they carried out that com- 
mission that the disciples confronted the 
precise problem we confront today. We 
all believe that the Negro people are 
precious in God’s sight, that Christ died 
for them, that they may be saved through 
faith, even as we. And the early church 
soon saw, through the vision of Peter 
and the work of Philip, that God is no 
respecter of persons: the Ethiopian 
eunuch, the Samaritans, the Gentiles, 
could all be saved by faith in Christ. 
That was agreed and settled by the Coun- 
cil at Jerusalem. But, did that mean 
they were a part of the Christian fellow- 
ship without restraint and discrimina- 
tion? Did that mean that Jewish Chris- 
tians and Gentile Christians should eat 
together ? Should they commune together ? 
Should they be members of the same 
local church ? 


Paul’s Clear Word 

This is the major issue in the letter 
to the Galatians. This was the dispute 
between Peter and Paul at Antioch. This 
was the problem to which Paul devoted 
large portions of most of his letters, over 
which he spent untold labors and agonies, 
for which he was finally arrested and 
sent to Rome. 

The conclusions Paul reached, under 
the Holy Spirit, are plain to any who will 
read them. If you will not admit into 
full fellowship a man for whom Christ 
died, if you require in addition that he 
be circumsized, then you make the cross 
of Christ of none effect. This is why he 
was so passionate about this matter. In- 
sistence on the cross plus something else, 
plus anything else, is an insult to the very 
death and passion of our Lord. 

I might remark parenthetically that 
Paul’s enemies were more reasonable than 
we. They would eat with the Gentile, 
if he was circumcized, and he could go 
get himself circumsized. We will hold 
full fellowship with a Negro Christian 
if he changes the color of his skin. There 
is no way he can go and do that. 

This struggle led Paul to those great 
assertions, of which we can only offer a 
sample here. Galatians 3:28: “There 
is neither bond nor free, there is neither 
male nor female: for ye are all one in 
Christ Jesus.” 

Romans 10:12: “For there is no dif- 
ference between the Jew and the Greek: 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto 
all that call upon him.” 

Colossians 3:11: “There is neither 
Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncer- 
circumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond 
nor free: but Christ is all, and in all.” 

And the great second chapter of Ephe- 
sians, where Paul declares: “He is our 
peace”-—not here, our peace with God, 
though he is that, but in this context, our 
peace across customary lines of segrega- 


tion. ‘He is our peace, who hath made 
both one, and hath broken down the mid- 
dle wall of partition between us.” 

When Christ died, the curtain of the 
temple was rent in twain, that curtain 
which separated men from God. But also 
the middle wall of partition was torn 
down, that wall that separates man from 
man, group from group, within the church 
of the living God. This matter, brethren, 
is a part of the sacrificial death of the 
Lord. 

How can we preach part of what the 
cross did and adopt an action denying 
the rest of what it did? 

Personal Experience 

Fathers and brethren, believe me, it is 
not that I for some reason was opposed 
to segregation and have sought texts to 
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support me in that position. 
in a segregated society. It was natural 
to me in South Carolina. As an infant, 
I imbibed it from my environment and 
many of you did. In the same uncon- 
scious way that I learned to be courteous 
to ladies, I was taught that the Negro 
has his place. 

It was the Word of God which con- 
victed me. It was the Word of God which 
persuaded me that our mores are wrong 
here, that our customs are contrary to 
God’s will. 

If you rescind this action, plead the 
fears that are in our hearts, white and 
Negro alike. Plead the unreadiness of 
many of our people, for they are not 
ready. But do not plead the Bible. I 
beseech vou, do not dishonor the Word of 


God. 


I was raised 


For Ordination of Women 


Debate on the ordination of women at 
the Los Angeles (USA) Assembly fol- 
lowed most of the usual lines of argu- 
ment on that subject. Only after pro- 
longed debate was the vote taken. It was 
estimated at approximately 4-1 in ap- 
proval. The 256 presbyteries must now 
vote on the proposal. 

In presenting the report, C. Vin White, 
Lincoln, Neb., read: 

“There is no theological barrier against 
the ordination of women if ordination 
would contribute to the edification and 
nurturing of the church in its witness to 
the Lord in the church... . 

“The ministry of our church is becom- 
ing more and more diversified, with in- 
creasing opportunities not only for pas- 
tors and preachers, but for teachers, mis- 


sionaries . .. social workers . . . and other 
church vocations. .. . 
“The general trend throughout the 


world is toward increasing the opportuni- 
ties for women to take leadership along 
with men.” 

J. Murray Smoot, Towson, Md., min- 
ister, opened the debate, declaring, ‘“‘“God 
has given to man the place of authority 
and woman the place of honor. Paul 
made it clear that woman was not to have 
authority over man.” 


Step Forward 


Ordination would be a step forward, 
in the opinion of Howard Moody Morgan 
of Philadelphia. 

Victor G. Dawe, Framingham, Mass., 
opposed the effort, saying, “Too often 
when women have felt the call to be 
bishops it has led to cults and heresies. 
Witness the cases from Mary Baker Eddy 
to Amy Semple McPherson.” Ordina- 
tion, he said, would make more difficult 
the ultimate union of the USA and U. S. 
churches “since that church (the U. S.) 
does not even ordain women as elders.”’ 


Woodrow J. Wilson, Lindsay, Calif., 
supported ordination saying, ““We need 
to be a prophetic voice.” 

The Assembly went into a wave of 
laughter when John E. Turpin, San 
Leandro, Calif., said, ‘‘There is much 
confusion today about the status and 
function of women in general. Psychia- 
trists testify that many a woman is deep- 
ly confused over what her role in life is 
to be.” 

Charles B. Smith, Buffalo, N. Y., spoke 
as a recent “convert” to the ordination 
proposal. He said he “liked to see the 
man in there carrying the ball and the 
woman being truly feminine.” Still, he 
said, the Church of Christ needs their 
voice and their leadership. ‘When the 
church is sick, men have quit and women 
have taken over. I think the Holy Spirit 
is calling women to a larger place. My 
experience, with exceptions, is that wom- 
en are very gracious and I feel that we 
need their kindly, generous, loving, 
wholly devoted leadership when they feel 
the call to the ministry.” 


From Sociology 

Robert T. Forman, batchelor minister 
from Columbus, Ohio, said, “I have 
found some of the men here who have 
said they would not care to have a woman 
as their pastor. If vou are opposed to 
having a woman as pastor of your church 
vou should be cpposed to ordaining them. 
From a sociological standpoint it is not 
wise to ordain women.” If a woman, he 
said, should not be called to “the large, 
strong churches,” she might turn with 
unfertunete results to the smallers where 
“she would not be able to give the posi- 
tive leadership the church would need. 
To chanze our historic position . . . would 
be weakening.” 

Support for ordination came from Le- 
Roy Patrick of Pittsburgh. “Churches,” 
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he said, have ways known only to God of 
calling ministers. Some of them may 
well want women ministers. And would 
that be so bad? 

“Few of us would say that we have not 
at some time met more than our match 
from them. We sin against women when 
we say that cults and heresies are asso- 
ciated pecularily with them. The Chris- 
tian faith has been history’s most potent 
force in elevating women and I, for one, 
do not fear their ordination.” 

When the Moderator put the question, 
the motion was carried by voice vote. 


Reformed Church Will 
Reconsider Status of 
Women This Year 


Buck HILu FAuus, Pa (RNS)—A new 
movement to make women eligible for 
the offices of elders and deacons of the 
Reformed Church in America’ was 
launched at the annual meeting of the 
denomination’s General Synod here. 

The Synod asked its retiring president, 
Gerrit Vander Lugt of Pella, Ia., to ap- 
point a special committee to consider 
such eligibility and report its findings to 
the 1956 Synod meeting. 

In 1951, the Synod turned down an 
overture asking that women be made eli- 
gible for the two offices. It went on 
record then as saying that “the church 
is not ready for the change.” 

However, many of the church’s classes 
(presbyteries) continued to ask for the 
change. In 1952, the Synod voted to 
submit to the church’s classes the pro- 
posal which would have repealed a 324- 
year-old rule that only male members can 
hold congregational office. But less than 
the necessary three-fourths of the classes 
voted in favor of it. 

Should Dr. Vander Lugt’s committee 
recommend eligibility of women in 1956, 
the proposal would have to be resub- 
mitted to the classes and three-fourths of 
them would have to approve it. 

The step to open the offices of elders 
and deacons to women was called by a 
denominational spokesman ‘“‘the most 
radical with respect to a possible change 
in its constitution which the denomina- 
tion has taken in a century.” 

In recent years women have been made 
full members of the ecclesiastical boards 
of the church. 

Other actions taken by the General 
Synod included: 

—Approval of a revised liturgy (first 
since 1904) and submission to the classes 
(presbyteries) ; 

—Provision of sabbatical leaves. for 
seminary professors for research or grad- 
uate study; 

—Requirement that theological stu- 
dents must secure permission to study in 
other than the church’s own seminaries; 

—Referred to classes the constitutional 
change permitting seminary students to 
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be licensed after one year of study (in- 
stead of three) ; 

—Voted to relocate national headquar- 
ters in the new united church center in 
New York and to establish divisional 
offices of each board in Chicago; 

—Continuation of the program of set- 
tling Dutch immigrants in Canada; 

— Graduates of theological schools oth- 
er than Reformed must now take pre- 
scribed courses in one of the church’s the- 
ological seminaries; 

—Opposed the movement looking to- 
ward a World Calendar and reaffirmed 


opposition to peacetime Universal Mili- 
tary Training. 


Church of Scotland Too 


Presbyteries of the Church of Scotland 
have been submitted the question of li- 
censing deaconesses as preachers of the 
Word, as a result of an action taken at 
the recent General Assembly. If the 
presbyteries approve, it is indicated, “the 
present position of deaconesses will be 
regularized and they will be given the 
opportunity to undergo the necessary 
training to qualify as preachers.” 


Canadian Presbyteries to 
Vote on Ordination of Women 


TORONTO (RNS)—A mail ballot of all 
its presbyteries on the ordination of wom- 
en as elders and ministers and a year’s 
further study of the subject was approved 
by the 81st General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Canada here. 

Not a male voice was raised against 
the recommendations. 

The action was taken after the Assem- 
bly heard two briefs on the ordination of 
women. One, presented by Prof. F. Scott 
Mackenzie of Presbyterian College in 
Montreal, rebuked the denomination for 
discriminating against women. 

“The time-honored practice of simply 
letting things drift along,’ he said, 
“evading on one pretext or another the 
basic issues involved and continuing, 
meanwhile, to deny women the right to 
be ordained . . . is one which cannot be 
safely followed much longer.” 

The other brief, by Prof. D. W. Hay 
of Knox College, University of Toronto, 
asked if the church could open the min- 
istry to women “on condition of a vow, 
or bona fide intention of celibacy.” 

Prof. Hay said the call to the ministry 
implied a commission for life and women 
should in no circumstances be granted the 
right of ordination as a temporary service, 
pending marriage. 

“Can we allow or require a woman 
minister to continue in office after mar- 
riage?” he asked. “If we cannot allow 
it, we must not ordain them.” 

He suggested that perhaps ordination 
might be granted on condition of a 10- 
vear guarantee of unmarried service, or 
that a new order for women might be in- 
stituted with a status identical to that 
of catechist and called ‘‘deaconess.”’ 


Popular Opinion 

Louis Fowler of MHarriston, Ont., 
spokesman for the committee on the place 
of women in the church, explained that 
the mail ballot ‘‘will not, of course, be 
binding on the Assembly, since we can- 
not decide points of doctrine by popular 
vote.” Each presbytery was asked to 
submit the number of votes for and 


against crdination of women to get “the 
mind of the church.” 

In his brief, Dr. Mackenzie said the 
traditional appeal to “a few scattered 
verses of Scripture as providing reasons 
for the perpetual subjection of women in 
the church is very definitely outdated and 
the church ought to have the courage to 
say so.”’ 

Above all else, he added, the church 
must accept the responsibility of “discov- 
ering and declaring what the Christian 
doctrine of woman really is.” Dr. Mac- 
kenzie said he could find no reference to 
the place of women in the church in a 
volume containing the acts of the General 
Assembly of Scotland, from 1638 to 1843. 

“Obviously,” he said, “it was not re- 
garded as an open question at all, but one 
which had been closed for all time .. . 
on the supreme authority of Scripture 
itself. Was not woman’s creation a sort 
of divine afterthought in the first place?” 

Dr. Mackenzie said the church’s con- 
cern for the recognition of the equality 
of women had lagged behind that of so- 
ciety, “the traditional discrimination, 
based on what has been assumed to be of 
divine authority, serving to restrain the 
church... .” 


Limited Experiment 

Dr. Hay said the church was “ready 
for a little closely-guarded experimenta- 
tion.” He favored the deaconess plan as 
one which would satisfy the desires of 
most women, but added that Presbyte- 
rians should also try out the ordination 
of women after promises of celibacy had 
been given. 

He added that other branches of the 
Presbyterian Church had admitted wom- 
en to the ruling eldership, contradicting 
the basic tenet that women may not rule. 

‘Rejection of the myth that women was 
created from the male rib,” he said, “has 
certainly modified our notions of the sub- 
jection of women, although it does not 
follow that it is right to abandon all as- 
pects of the headship of man.” 
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EDITORIAL 


The ‘55 (U. S.) Assembly 


In view of the possibility of misunder- 
standing several actions taken by the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly at its recent 
meeting, it may be well to interpret some 
of them as we see them. 


PRESBYTERIAN UNION. In some 
instances newspaper reports told of the 
dissolution of the committee that had been 
working on union but omitted the ap- 
pointment of the new committee on In- 
terchurch Relations. This action of the 
Assembly needs to be well and widely 
understood. The standing committee 
making the unanimous recommendation 
understood what it was doing, but since 
there was no discussion or debate in the 
Assembly there may be misinterpreta- 
tions. The Assembly simply discon- 
tinued specific efforts looking toward 
union at the Assembly level. That was 
recommended by the permanent com- 
mittee. It refused the overtures seeking 
to invoke a moratorium on all discussions 
of union. Therefore, it should be recog- 
nized, as it was in the committee, that 
individuals or church papers or groups 
are perfectly free to discuss the question 
as they see fit. The Assembly could not 
control such actions anyway. It merely 
did what was logical at the Assembly 
level. The only basically different step 
from that recommended by the permanent 
committee has to do with the continuation 
of the old committee for one year (while 
regular appointive processes could get 
underway) and the election of members 
of this committee. The permanent com- 
mittee, and even some opponents of union 
on the standing committee, felt that the 
Interchurch Relations committee should 
not be of any special variety; it should 
be named as every Assembly committee is 
named. Others, however, felt that the 
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break with the old movement should be 
complete and that the synods should have 
the primary responsibility for naming the 
members to the committee. It is inter- 
esting to note that men favoring union 
were the leaders in this action which was 
approved without dissent. 

Our report of the Assembly last week 
listed the detailed items recommended 
and adopted by the Assembly. It makes 
it clear that the opportunities for Presby- 
terian cooperation and united effort are 
very great. It is important to recognize 
that there was no cpposition to the con- 
tinuation and extension of a program of 
cooperation. 


SEGREGATION. With the vigorous 
reaction to last year’s condemnation of 
racial segregation observed in some quar- 
ters, no one could quite have predicted 
that the 1955 Assembly would endorse 
the previous stand by an even greater 
majority—nearly 3-1. It is quite true, 
as one commissioner pointed out, that in 
taking this stand the Assembly runs 
ahead of what is customarily found in the 
church. But that, let us remember, is 
exactly what the Assembly is supposed 
todo. That is what a preacher must do. 
He hardly waits, if he merits his calling, 
until his hearers have reached a goal 
before calling them to it. This strong 
position, now reinforced by a second As- 
sembly, will bring new strength and cour- 
age to many a hard-pressed minister and 
elder throughout the church. 


OPPOSITION. The part played by 
by the so-called “opposition” in the As- 
sembly deserves some attention. Although 
such opposition is not a solid bloc of 
the church or the Assembly, it is gen- 
erally recognized as leading the fight 
against union, for instance, and identifi- 
able in that and other ways. 

The nomination of L. Nelson Bell was 
recognized as calling forth the best sup- 
port of this group, for Dr. Bell has been 
one of the most vocal champions of its 
cause. However, when the votes were 
counted, the best that had been done fell 
well below the vote accorded Dr. Bell two 
years ago. The two men who were known 
to have favored union received a total of 
310 votes compared with Dr. Bell’s 142, 
though it was recognized that a number 
of men who had opposed union voted for 
Dr. Richards. At any rate, if 142 votes 
was the measure of the concerted strength 
of “the opposition,” then the Assembly 
was continuing the trend of former years. 
And, in subsequent tests it was shown 
to be true that the “opposition” was inef- 
fective in numbers and in influence. Gen- 
erally speaking, the same group would 
vote against the action taken by the As- 
sembly on segregation, and again the 
overwhelming sentiment of the Assembly 
made it clear how this stood. (It was 
reported that when the actual vote on 
segregation was taken Dr. Bell, for in- 
stance, left the room and was not re- 


corded on either side.) 

On the so-called “Loyalty Oath” effort 
there was an interesting collaboration, 
Usual lines of division were wiped out, 
This measure called for some additions 
to the oath taken by ministers coming 
into a presbytery, pledging their support 
in advance to the benevolence program. 
Dr. Thompson voiced vigorous opposition 
to this and outlined the inherent dangers 
in such a step. Dr. Bell then pointedly 
asked that it be noted that he could not 
agree more than he agreed with Dr, 
Thompson’s analysis of the issue. Dr, 
Thompson did not call attention to it, 
but his objection was on precisely the 
same ground as that of other efforts made 
from time to time to add by unconsti- 
tutional means to the vows taken by 
ministers. Although some of these efforts 
have frequently been attacked by “the 
opposition,” it was significant that Dr. 
Bell put himself publicly on record 
against such a step. 

MONTREAT COLLEGE. What will 
the year of extended life voted Montreat 
College mean? Although the Assembly 
declared itself as clearly as possible that 
it assumes no responsibility for any col- 
lege there and took what steps it could 
to see that there will be none, there are 
some who raise the question as to whether 
or not the annual struggle over this insti- 
tution was not merely postponed one year 
by the $50,000 emergency appropriation. 
Such a continued effort would seem to be 
difficult, however, in view of the fact that 
the specific request was made by a Mon- 
treat official that the appropriation 
be a final one. No one wants to be un- 
sympathetic, but despite widespread op- 
position, this college has continued, using 
Assembly property and enjoying advan- 
tages not offered other institutions of the 
church. It has not captured what any 
institution in such a place must have— 
the full and enthusiastic support of the 
educational forces of the church. Such 
support will be given only to some sort 
of institution entirely different from the 
usual two-year or four-year college. 

The ad interim report on this subject 
was thoroughly done, offering important 
facts upon which to make a decision. The 
recommendation calling for affiliation 
with the Assembly’s Training School did 
not reflect the kind of background sup- 
port that is essential if any such step 
is to be taken—that is, no group affected 
by it favored it. It is further to be re- 
gretted that such a good study as this one 
did not get into the news columns well 
ahead of time, for it has long been recog- 
nized that even a good report may well 
fail of acceptance if it is not widely 
discussed and understood by the church- 
at-large. 

WORLD MISSIONS. One of the 
areas of difficulty, misunderstanding or 
apprehension in the U. S. church has to 
do with World Missions policies and 
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programs. This is borne out by the two- 
year study of an able ad interim commit- 
tee and by this year’s reply of the Board 
of World Missions. ‘The reply was in 
terms of such complete acceptance or rec- 
ognition of the policies urged by the spe- 
cial committee that uninformed readers 
might well inquire as to the possibility of 
complete misunderstanding or as to why 
spend two years studying and urging what 
is already being done. This major arm 
of the church’s life is too important to 
be weakened by uncertainty as to policies 
or hampered by misunderstanding. H. 
Kerr Taylor’s closing appeal made it clear 
that the home church and the mission 
field are inseparably linked; one affects 
the other, and new pressures and new 
relationships today are demanding new 
policies and approaches. The increasing 
discussion of policies, he said, is a good 
sign, indicating that more and more 
people are becoming vitally aware of and 
concerned about some of the issues at 
stake. 


COMMITTEES. One of the con- 
cluding exchanges made it clear that a 
study of policy must be made about who 
is or is not eligible to serve on standing 
committees. Present rules of the Assem- 
bly exclude no one. The Stated Clerk 
expressed what he felt to be “common 
reasoning” that no Board member should 
serve. Without Assembly directive, how- 
ever, there is no choice to be made and 
any name that is drawn must be given 
the preference indicated if that commit- 
tee has not been filled. No one would 
want to be given personal responsibility 
for putting a man on or taking him off 
any committee. A rule should decide it, 
and it is far more complex than was sug- 
gested in the Assembly. It is more than 
having Board members on committees 
reviewing their work. What about mis- 
sionaries serving on the World Missions 
committee, or home missionaries or school 
employees in Church Extension areas 
serving on that committee? What about 
ministers being on the Minister and His 
Work Committee, or college officials or 
teachers on the education committee, or 
prospective annuitants on Annuities and 
Relief, or sponsors of overtures on a com- 
mittee dealing with the same overtures? 
It is no simple problem. 

More than this, what about staff mem- 
bers and representatives of Boards sitting 
in these committees? In past years there 
has been great feeling at times when com- 
plaints have been made that some officials 
were too conspicuous in committee dis- 
sussions. The 1952 Assembly declared 
that Board representatives should be 
present for consultation. The way in 
which these are to relate themselves to 
the committee at work is left to the dis- 
cretion of the committee. In one in- 
stance in the last Assembly the staff pre- 
sented its report and was questioned. 
Then the executive secretary announced 
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that they were retiring and would be 
available nearby for conference if the 
committee found it necessary or advisable. 
Such a course should commend itself as 
a wise one to be followed uniformly.* 
The Stated Clerk deserves to be saved 
any possible embarrassment in these mat- 
ters by the enactment of necessary rules. 





*The 1951 Assembly declined an over- 
ture limiting the participation of Board 
representatives in standing committees 
on the ground that this procedure “is now” 
being followed: Meeting with the commit- 
tees to make reports or statements, to 
answer questions and clear up difficult 
matters, and then withdrawing so as to 
give the committee alone the opportunity 


At another point, where the Assembly 
now follows what is called custom, as in 
allowing a chairman to speak after the 
question has been called, and in other 
areas as well, procedures should become 
rules of the Assembly if they are to be 
followed. 


of having discussions and votes upon rec- 
ommendations for the Assembly. The fol- 
lowing year the Assembly sought to insure 
the committees of full information by di- 
recting that “official representatives from 
the agencies (should be) present for con- 
sultative purposes during the full time 
of the committees’ meetings, except upon 
those occasions when an executive session 
seems appropriate.” 


SUMMERIZING THE DOCTRINE 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“That in everything they may adorn, 
the doctrine of God our Savior.”—Titus 
2:10. 


PRINGTIME is the season for 

boners, in school and college. This 
is the time of year when the teacher dis- 
covers the strange forms that facts and 
truths have taken in the minds of that 
class that looked so intelligent. 


The present writer has committed 
boners in plenty (as for instance in high 
school reporting on a physiology exam- 
ination that a feature of the brain is 
aqua vitae). He has also enjoyed enough 
to make a small book. “If I make any 
boners and you ever publish them,” wrote 
a student once, “please remember you 
owe me a cut on the royalties.” 

Even Seminarians are not beyond 
boners. Some of them are just funny, or 
idiotic. But sometimes the composer of 
a boner, writing hastily against the clock, 
scooping up such fragments of knowledge 
as he can lay his agitated mind on, and 
perhaps a bad speller to boot, will write 
more wisely than he knows. 

One such philosopher unaware has re- 
marked on the necessity of ‘‘summeriz- 
ing” Christian doctrine. 

Christian doctrine has been summarized 
time out of mind. Some like short sum- 
maries, some like them long. But our 
young friend is right: doctrine needs to 
be summerized too. Summery doctrine 
is not too frequent. 


UMMERIZING can be done in sev- 

eral ways, and doctrines can benefit 
by them all. When you summerize your 
home you make it livable for summer- 
time by removing things that are super- 
fluous. You may put away the rugs and 
the draperies. If you live in the country 
away from gas lines you will take down 
the stove (always a day too soon, some- 
how). You take off the storm windows 
and doors, if you live in the north. You 
may be energetic enough te go through 
vour closets and get out the clothing you 


will never wear again, and get rid of it 
bravely somehow. 

Doctrine needs summerizing that way. 
In the ccurse of time most houses of faith 
accumulate more or less heavy draperies, 
dust-catching what-nots, their dark clos- 
ets get crowded with stuff, the attic har- 
bors junk nobody has looked at in thirty 
years. We need doctrine that gives us 
room to breathe and move around, we 
need doctrine that doesn’t cast gloom on 
the visitors, we need to know the differ- 
ence between the essential and the super- 
fluous. 

Whatever we cherish and use ought to 
be for a better reason than that Grandma 
admired it. 

Summerizing also sometimes means 
getting a thing ready so that it can stand 
the summer. This is what the oil com- 
panies beg us to do with our cars, and 
there is much to be said for it. Summer 
puts a strain on the car different from 
the strains of winter. You need to drain 
your radiator, perhaps—put in rust-re- 
sistant, change your oil, look after your 
bearings, give the body a good waxing. 
So perhaps we can say that true doctrine 
has different strains at different times. 
The kind of stresses and strains it had 
to withstand in Gnostic times were not 
those of the 16th and 17th centuries 
A.D.; and these were different from those 
of the 19th century, while we have strains 
of a new sort in the mid-twentieth cen- 
tury. 

It can be shown that every creed was 
formulated to meet certain questions 
which were alive and hot at that time; 
and one of the strong reasons for recon- 
sideration and restatement of belief today 
is precisely that a new season is upon us. 

Our doctrine needs summerizing, and 
it is a healthy sign that in various quar- 
ters this is being done. 


sa henge om eset may also mean to 
make summer-like. Warm it up, let 
the sunshine in, make it bright. Put 
flowers around. Make the inside of the 
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house look a little more like the beautiful 
world outside. Perhaps this was in Paul's 
mind when he spoke of “adorning the 
doctrine of God.’ Apparently truth was 
believed in Titus’ congregitions. But it 
needed to be adorned, brightened, made 
beautiful. 

Alas! is it not true that coming from 
the richly bright world of Christian ex- 
perience and service into the stiff and 
somber pages of a creed, we sometimes 
have the impression of coming cn a sum- 
mer morning into a church that has not 
been open for a long time and where even 
now there are old people who are afraid 
of drafts? 

So the long windows are kept shut, and 
there is a “dim religious light” just like 
last winter. Doctrine needs to be sum- 
merized, to be kept in harmony with the 
wonders and the warmth of Ged’s love. 


OMETIMES summerizing is done by 

Nature. (That is to say, Ged does 
it, in unobtrusive fashion.) The apple 
tree in winter is nothing to look at. The 
apple tree in spring is beautiful; but it 
is the summer apple tree for which we 
plant the orchard. In summer the garden 
ripens, in summer the great prairies are 


harvested. Summer-time is fruit-time. 

So with doctrine. What is doctrine 
that is not summerized? It may be win- 
ter-doctrine, gnarled, stiff, with no sap 
running; well pruned and sound, living 
yet without signs of life. It may be 
spring-doctrine, glistening with blooms 
of optimistic faith, flowering in beauty 
of phrase and sweet with high aspira- 
tion. 

But what are these without the sum- 
mer-doctrine, bearing fruit sixty, ves one- 
hundred fold? 


Divisive Element 


Warns Irish Presbyterian 
Church Faces Split 


BELFAST (RNS)—A warning that the 
Presbyterian Church in Ireland is threat- 
ened by division from a movement that is 
growing in the denomination’s Northern 
Ireland colleges was sounded here by 
outgoing Moderator John Knowles. 

Member of the college student bodies 
who belong to the Evangelical Union, he 
told the church’s General Assembly, have 
refused to join in prayer with their col- 
leagues belonging to the Student Chris- 
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tian Movement, “although both are stu- 
dent religious organizations.” 

The “beginnings of a divided church 
have already arisen” from this situation 

- ? 
Dr. Knowles said. He charged that the 
Evangelical Union is ‘directed from out- 
side by a powerful and intolerant organi- 
zation” that exacts from members of the 
Unicn ‘tacceptance of creedal standards 
which are not those of Irish Presbyterians 
and a loyalty over-riding that the stu- 
dents owe their church.” 

“This schism in college life is based 
primarily on a theological question—the 
interpretation of the doctrine of the 
Atsnement,” Dr. Knowles said. “This 
doctrine is all-important in Christian 
thought, but it seems to me a new thing 
that a religious society which does not 
claim to be a church should proclaim 
its own doctrine of the Atonement so 
infallibly right that those who think dif- 
ferently are denied the rights of Chris- 
tian fellowship.” 

While those who have signed the Pres- 
byterian Confession of Faith are “bound 
to show tolerance and charity towards 
those who differ with them on doctrinal 
matters,” he said, members of the Evan- 
gelical Union have, ‘‘on the contrary, 
shown intolerance by forbidding fellow- 
ship in prayer with other Christians.” 

The retiring Moderator concluded this 
that “out of loyalty to the Evangelical 
Union, its members could only have been 
led to equivocation and must have signed 
the Confession of Faith with mental res- 
ervations.”” 

“If its future ministers become di- 
vided,’’ Dr. Knowles warned, “‘the Pres- 
byterian Church in Ireland can last only 
for a little while.” 


South Africans Bar Sermon 

By Woman Preacher 
CAPETOWN, So. AFRICA (RNS)—A ser- 

mon scheduled to be preached in the 


Dutch Reformed church at Three Anchor 
Bay near here by a visiting woman min- 
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ister was cancelled because of protests by 
members. 

They said the appearance of Dr. Jo- 
hanna Klink of the Netherlands would 
conflict with Dutch Reformed tradition 
poth in South Africa and some parts of 
Holland. 

Meanwhile, the woman minister was 
invited to lead a Communion service at 
4 meeting of Congregational Church 
women here. 


Dr. Klink said she belongs to the 
Remonstrante Church in Holland, which 
has been independent of the Dutch Re- 
formed Church since 1618. She added 
that about a quarter of its ministers are 
women. 

“There are certain jobs which only 
men are fitted to do,’ Dr. Klink declared, 
“but work in the church is not one of 
them. The whole life of a people re- 
volves around the church, which serves 


everybody. ‘Thus, there should be wom- 
en as well as male pastors.” 


Wants Thanksgiving 
Observed on Monday 
WasHINGToNn, D. C. (RNs)—A bill 
proposing that Thanksgiving be observed 
on the fourth Monday of November in- 
stead of the fourth Thursday in order to 
facilitate family gatherings on the day 
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was introduced in the 
John H. Ray (R.-N. Y.) 

Mr. Ray said the traditional date of 
the fourth Thursday ‘“‘possesses no spe- 
cial religious significance.” He added 
that if the day were observed on a Mon- 
day it would strenghthen family ties. 

The Congressman also proposed that 
Memorial Day be observed annually on 
Monday. 


Church Formed Where 
Missionary Was Put Out 


Penasco, N. M. (RNS)—A Presbyte- 
rian medical missionary was attacked and 
driven out of this isolated Spanish-Amer- 
ican community in 1922. 

Five hundred residents petitioned for 
missionaries to return in 1951, and on 
June 26 they will dedicate a $30,000 
church here. 

Penasco says it needs the program be- 
ing conducted here by Julian Duran and 
his family. The valley community (pop- 
ulation: 752) is tucked away in the San- 
gre de Cristo Mountains of northern New 
Mexico about 65 miles north of Santa 
Fe. The residents are descendants of 
Spanish colonizers. 

Lack of medical care has always been 
a problem. Mountain roads discourage 
transport of patients to larger communi- 
ties, and many of the families cannot 
afford such care. 

In 1916, Dr. Horace Taylor moved 
into the community and remained until 
1922 when he was the victim of a brutal 
attack by irate members of a patient’s 
family. 

Four years ago, the Penasco people 
issued an “invitation to return” to the 
Board of National Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA. The board sent 
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Mr. Duran, who was born in nearby 
Dixon, N. M., and had served in Ranchos 
de Taos, Trementina and Chimayo dur- 
ing his 25 years in the ministry. 

A resident donated seven acres of land 
and a one-story adobe structure which 
provided clinic space and accommoda- 
tions for Mr. Duran, his wife Rose Mar- 
garita and their son, Leo. 

Ground for the new church was broken 
July 5, 1954. More than 20,000 adobe 
bricks were used in the construction work. 


Protestant Couples 
Renew Marriage Vows 


CHICAGO (RNS)—One hundred of the 
more than 1,000 couples married by Ken- 
neth Hildebrand during his 22-year pas- 
torate at Chicago’s Central church re- 
newed their marriage vows at the annual 
Wedding Bells service. 

Dr. Hildebrand, a Presbyterian, con- 
ducts his non-denominational ‘Church in 
the Sky,” on the 28th floor of the Conrad 
Hilton Hotel Tower here. 

Participants in this year’s Wedding 
Bells service included couples who are 
Baptists, Quakers and members of other 
Protestant denominations, as well as 
Presbyterians. 

“Getting together these people of all 
faiths,” Dr. Hildebrand said, “is grass 
roots Christianity. It is important to find 
fundamentals.” 


RADIO & TV 


Frontiers of Faith television programs 
for July will find Presbyterian USA 
Stated Clerk Eugene Carson Blake pre- 
siding over them as before. They are 
arranged as follows: 

July 3: Goods and the Good Life, 
Mary Margaret McBride, Mrs. James 
D. Wyker, Genesta M. Strong. 

July 10, The Church and Juvenile De- 
linquency, Edward Rapp, Hugh Hos- 
tetler, Clyde Murray. 

July 17, The Christian Responsibility 
of Newspapers, Herbert Brucker, Ralph 
McGill, Milburn P. Akers. 

July 24, The City and the Country— 
and Where the Church Stands (the 
church in relation to urban and rural 
life), Robt. W. Spike, Theodore A. Rath, 
Wm. G. Mather, Victor G. Reuther. 


GOWN S 
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Anon, By and By, 
and Presently 
By LUTHER A. WEIGLE 


“Immediately” and “straightway” 
two words much used in the New Testa. 
ment, which leave one in no doubt as to 
their meaning. But unfortunately the 
Greek words which mean immediately 
and straightway have also been translated 
in the King James Version by the terms 
“anon,” “‘by and by,” and “presently,” 
all of which once meant immediately but 
now mean soon or after a while. When 
Jesus entered Peter’s house in Caper- 
naum, they told him immediately that 
Peter’s mother-in-law was ill (Mark 
1:30); but the modern reader gets the 
impression that they did some visiting 
first, for it is said that “anon” they told 
him of her. Salome demanded that the 
head of John the Baptist be given her 
on a platter at once (Mark 6:25), but 
the King James Version says that she 
asked that it be given her “‘by and by.” 

In the parable of the sower (Matthew 
13:21), Jesus said of the hearer who is 
like stony ground that when persecution 
comes he immediately falls away; but the 
King James translation has “‘by and by 
he is offended.” When Jesus said to the 
barren fig tree, ““May no fruit ever come 
from you again!’ the account in Mat- 
thew 21:19 records that the fig tree with- 
ered at once; but the King James Ver- 
sion says that it withered “presently.” 

When Jesus rebuked one of his fol- 
lowers for drawing a sword and striking 
out in defence of his Master in the 
Garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:52- 
54), he said, ‘““Put your sword back into 
its place; for all who take the sword 
will perish by the sword. Do you think 
that I cannot appeal to my Father, and 
he will at once send me more than twelve 
legions of angels?” Jesus used a clear, 
strong word which means “right now” 
or “at once.” But the King James Ver- 
sion imports a more leisurely air to the 
saying by using the word “presently”— 
“he will presently give me more than 
twelve legions of angels.” 

“A fool’s wrath is presently known; 
but a prudent man covereth shame” is one 
of the realistic observations of the book 
of Proverbs (12:16). But it is clearer 
and more realistic in the present trans- 
lation: 

“The vexation of a fool is known at once, 


but the prudent man ignores an in- 
sult.” 
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Trusting God in Dark Days 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for July 10, 1955 
Habakkuk 1:1-6, 12-13; 2:1-4 


In our popular speech we commonly 
divide the Old Testament prophets into 
two groups: the major prophets—lIsaiah, 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel and Daniel; and the 
minor prophets, including the remaining 
twelve. This is unfortunate terminol- 
ogy, for it suggests to many that the first 
four are more important than those that 
follow, while, as a matter of fact, it 
refers only to their greater length. Con- 
gregations do not judge the value of a 
sermon by its length; no more can we 
judge the value of the Old Testament 
prophets on this score. 

Habakkuk is one of the shortest books 
in the Bible, and one that is generally 
neglected, yet it contains one of the most 
influential texts in the Bible—Paul’s text, 
Luther’s text and that of the Protestant 
Reformation, Wesley’s text and that of 
the great Evangelical Awakening—‘The 
just shall live by faith” (Kjv). 

More than that, it is a book that has 
a vital message for our own day. It was 
written in a period very similar to our 
own, when a ruthless, but very efficient 
military machine was running rough- 
shod over the nations of the world, and 
when the moral order seemed threatened 
at its very foundation. Habakkuk’s ques- 
tion is one that many men have raised in 
recent years, and God’s answer is one 
that we still badly need to hear. 

Of Habakkuk himself we know noth- 
ing. We meet him only as a man tor- 
tured with doubts, doubts that have as- 
sailed many men through the ages. 
Habakkuk took his doubts to God and 
reports his answer in the prophecy that 
bears his name. 

The time was approximately 600 B.C., 
during the reign of Jehoiakim, not long 
before the destruction of Jerusalem. Je- 
hoiakim was a tyrannical ruler, s:lfish 
and shortsighted. 

“At a time when the country was im- 
poverished by the collection of the tribute 
Imposed by Necho, king of Egypt, he de- 
veloped a nassion for regal magnificence. 
As Jeremiah tells us (22:13-17), he built 
by the forced, but unpaid labor of his sub- 
Jects a spacious palace, ‘paneled with cedar 
and painted with vermillion’; moreover, 
he abused his position to indulge in the 
common vices of an Oriental despot—his 
eyes and his heart were set only ‘upon 
dishonest gain, and for to shed innocent 
blood and for oppression and violence to 
do it.’ Nor were such crimes confined to 
the king. As allusions in Jeremiah show 
clearly, the reformation of Josiah (620 
B.C.) had affected the masses only super- 
ficially; though there were still faithful 
Souls left, lawlessness, injustice, dishon- 
esty and oppression were only too rife in 
the nation at large, and idolatry was wide- 
ly and openly practiced (Jeremiah 11:10ff; 
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14:7;10-12,20).” 
tury Bible.) 


(Driver in the New Cen- 


Out of this situation comes: 


I. The Prophet's Question, 1:2-4 


Why does God allow such evils to 
continue? That was Malachi’s problem, 
as it has been the problem of many since. 
There is so much injustice in the world, 
so much injustice in our own nation, so 
much of man’s inhumanity to man. The 
sensitized cry to him for justice and ap- 
parently the heavens are deaf. So it 
appeared unto the prophet. “O Lord,” 
he agonized, “how long shall I cry for 
help, and thou wilt not hear?” Violence 
and iniquity were prevalent; the law was 
paralyzed or inefficient; justice (rather 
than judgment as in the KJv) was non- 
existent. To put it in a nutshell: Right 
was upon the scaffold, wrong upon the 
throne; the strong and unprincipled had 
it all their own way; and, worst of all, 
God looked on in silence and would not 
hear when the righteous cried to him for 
help. 


11. God’s Answer, 1:5-11 

We need not suppose that God’s an- 
swer came to Habbukuk all at once. 
Probably it was after months and even 
years of mental anguish. Gradually, 
however, it became clear to the prophet 
that God was not inactive. Retribution 
was on its way. Evil would bear its 
toll, as always, in the natural course of 
events. In this case God’s agents were 
the Chaldeans, one of -the younger na- 
tions of Habakkuk’s day. Not long be- 
fore they had been an obscure people 
south of Assyria. Gradually they ad- 
vanced northward, finally establishing 
themselves in Babylon. After one or 
two unsuccessful attempts they had _ re- 
placed Assyria as the dominant world 
power. In 605 B.C. they had defeated 
the Egyptians, their only remaining rival, 
at Carchemish. No one, it seemed, could 
stop them. 

In vss. 6-11 Habakkuk gives us a 
vivid description of the Chaldeans’ irre- 
sistible power and military efficiency, 
and of the havoc which they spread 
among the peoples of their day. They 
were an implacable and impetuous people 
(vs. 6), advancing with incredible speed 
on their fierce swift horses (vs. 8), scour- 
ing the whole earth to seize the dwelling 
places of other people (vs. 6); a ruthless 
people, whose policy is guided by no con- 
sideration other than its own interests, 
spreading terror through the earth (vs. 
7); to whom kings and stronghold are but 


a laughing stock; who capture cities with 
ease by throwing up a mound of earth 
against their walls (vs. 10), and sweep- 
ing by like the wind, gather their cap- 
tives like the sand (vs. 9); a people 
whose only god is might. 


Ill. The Prophet’s Remonstrance, 
1:12-17 


As the weeks and months passed, and 
the true character of the Chaldeans be- 
came more apparent, Habakkuk’s prob- 
lem returned in intensified form. 


At first 


“ | .. he had welcomed the Babylonians 
as the ‘rod’ with which the ‘angry’ Jeho- 
vah would punish Judah, exactly as in the 
previous century Isaiah had welcomed the 
Assyrians. Terrible as had been that an- 
swer to his complaint it had brought with 
it a certain moral satisfaction; but the 
satisfaction was destined to be short- 
lived. It soon became clear that the in- 
strument of Jehovah’s purpose was not 
in sympathy with that purpose, for might, 
not right, was his god. His zeal in exe- 
cuting the divine commission, of which 
he was unconscious, was inspired only by 
a sense of ambition and self-aggrandize- 
ment. The remedy he brought was worse 
than the disease, and the prophet is again 
perplexed. His faith is staggered by the 
problem of the moral government of the 
universe, and he appeals again as he had 
appealed before to Jehovah, the holy God 
of his own people. 


“His perplexity grows as he watches the 
cruel havoc wrought by the Babylonians. 
He sees the nations like a school of fishes 
—leaderless, unorganized (vs. 14)—swept 
into their all-devouring net (vs. 15). He 
sees them dealing treacherously, swallow- 
ing up a nation like Judah, which, bad 
as it is (vss. 2-4) is relatively far more 
righteous than the Chaldeans. He believes 
indeed that God ordained them to execute 
justice upon Judah, and for her discipline 
(vs. 12); but he sees them behaving with- 
out merey or moderation, and actually 
deifying the weapons which had won them 
their rich conquests (vs. 16), making very 
literally their might their god (vs. 11). 
And saddest of all. the holy, everlasting 
God looks on in silence upon all this 
treachery and brutality; he says nothing, 
does nothing. The answer to the prophet’s 
prayer has only raised a fresh perplexity 
and made faith in God and in the moral 
order harder than ever.” (J. E. McFadyen 
in Abingdon Bible Commentary) 


Having made his complaint, the prophet 
waits patiently, like a watchman on his 
outlook tower to discover God’s answer. 
As Driver points out, the figure “ex- 
presses the spiritual preparation of the 
prophet’s soul, the earnest expectation 
with which he waits for the divine an- 
swer. He will retire from the distracting 
crowd, will direct his gaze to heaven, and 
look out till the answer comes.” 


IV. God’s Answer 


God’s answer comes in time in the 
form of a vision (unfolded in vss. 4-19), 
which he is ordered to write, because it 
is important to others as well as to him- 
self, and because its fulfillment cannot 
be expected immediately. McFadyen 
points out: 
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“There was a time when the prophet 
expected the solution of his problem to 
come in his own day, but now that he 
gets a more spacious view of God’s purpose 
from his tower, he sees that the solution 
lies in the future. It has its time appoint- 
ed, and it hastens to the end, but the end 
may be far away. Nevertheless, however 
far, it is certain, it will not deceive, and 
it will not be late. It will come, if not in 
Habukkuk’s time, yet in God’s time; there- 
fore though it tarry, wait for it, for it will 
assurediy come, it will not lag behind” 
(vs. 3). 

McFadyen adds: 

“It is a magnificent counsel of patience 
and of faith. God is patient because he 
is eternal (cf 1:12), and man would be 
more patient could he see things in the 
light of the eternal purpose.” 

‘Then comes the answer itself: ‘Behold, 
he whose soul is not upright in him shall 
fail, but the righteous shall live by his 
faith.” The righteous shall live; it is 
clearly implied that the unrighteous shall 
not live, and this implication is definitely 
stated in the verses that follow, where in 
five woes there is described the Chaldeans’ 
end. Here then is the answer to the 
prophet’s questions: The unrighteous 
shall finally perish, the righteous shall live 
through their faith. It is generally rec- 
ognized that faith is not used here in its 
New Testament sense, but in the wider 
sense of faithfulness (but with faith in 
God as its secret). As Driver puts it: 

“The righteous man... who is faithful 
in all the relations of life, and is sincere 
and upright in heart and purpose, has in 
his character a principle of permanence 
which cannot be shaken, and which what- 
ever external troubles may assail him, 
should be to him a source of moral 
strength and security.” 

In what sense shall the righteous live ? 
Davidson says the term applies not to 
physical existence but to “the higher life 
which rises triumphant over troubles and 
disasters. The writer perhaps has hardly 
stopped to analyze it exactly but it car- 
ries at least the germs of a belief in a 
future life.” 
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The fate of the unrighteous, here the 
Chaldean, is described in vss. 5-19. In 
vs. 5 he is compared to a merciless usurer 
who compels the nations to give him 
heavy pledges, but the day will come 
when these pledges will have to be re- 
paid. In that day the nations whom he 
has despoiled will mock him in his dis- 
comfiture, and the violence coil upon his 
own head. In a series of five woes (all 
depending upon 6a) the prophet singles 
out and threatens with retribution the 
crying sins of the Chaldeans: their in- 
satiable lust of conquest; the ruthlessness 
with which they plundered the nations, 
the crimes and injustices by which they 
established their empire and_ beautified 
their cities; their savage triumph over the 
nations which fell into their power, and 
their insensate idolatry. That retribu- 
tion did finally fall upon the Chaldean, 
and also upon many a ruthless empire 
since that day. 


V. The Prophet's Prayer, 3:1-19 

The first two chapters give us Habak- 
kuk’s problem and its solution—destruc- 
tion will finally come upon the unright- 
eous, the righteous shall live by his faith- 
fulness. In the final chapter we have 
the prophet’s prayer that that interven- 
tion which God has foretold should come 
to pass, closing with an expression of 
utter confidence in the great principle 
previously enunciated — the righteous 
shall live by faith. The movement is in 
three parts: 

1. The prophet prays that God will re- 
vive his work “in the midst of the years” 
(3:1-2), ie., that he will renew or repeat 
his great work of deliverance (the deliver- 
ance from Egypt is referred to) not wait- 
ing until the end of time. 

2. The prophet pictures God's deliver- 
ance of his people in a lyric ode developed 
with great brilliance and poetical power. 
The theophany (or manifestation of 
God’s power) is described in language 
and imagery suggested by the Exodus 
and by the terms of Deuteronomy 33:2 
and Judges 5:4-5. God comes riding in 
judgment on the storm cloud. The tem- 
pest sweeps in from the South, the re- 
gion of Paran and Sinai; there is a ter- 
rible splendor around the advancing God, 
which lightens the heavens and the earth; 
pestilence and plague (fiery coals in the 
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KJV) follow in his wake; all nature 
shudders, the eternal hills sink down; 
the desert tribes are dismayed (3-7). 

In vs. 8 the prophet raises a question 
—what is the meaning of the judgment, 
Was God angry with the rivers or with 
the sea, that he thus came forth riding 
through the heavens? Vss. 13-15 give 
the answer to the poet’s question: It 
was to save his people and to annihilate 
those who sought to destroy them. 

3. In conclusion, the poet describes the 
impression which the theophany made 
upon him: on the one hand it filled him 
with agitation and alarm; on the other, 
it evoked within him a joyous confidence 
that whatever happened God could prove 
himself his people’s salvation (16-19). 


For Further Consideration 

One cannot read this ancient prophecy 
without recognizing its pertinency for our 
own day. What values does it possess? 

1. God is the moral governor of the 
universe. Or as Dr. McFadyen puts it: 

“The universality of the divine govern- 
ment of the world. The prophet accepts a 
special divine Providence over Israel, but 
he insists with equal emphasis that the 
destinies of all nations are in his hands. 
Temporarily the foe may worship other 
gods and prosper; but God is from ever- 
lasting and will attest his supremacy by 
utterly destroying the boastful conqueror 
with his idols.” 


2. His judgment against unrighteous- 


ness will come even though it is delayed. 
The excesses of communism will in time 
bring their just retribution. 

3. The righteous shall live by his 


faithfulness. ‘In other words, righteous- 
ness, fidelity, steadfastness, contribute 
elements of permanency which endure 


forever.” In the N.T. after Christ has 
come, the words take on new meaning. 
We know that the tribulations of this 
world cannot be compared to the glories 
which shall be revealed to us. 

4. Man must be patient and trust God. 
The secret of patience in perplexity is 
an indomitable faith in the purpose of 
God and in the ultimate defeat of evil 
and triumph of God. ‘‘If it seems slow, 
wait for it; it will surely come, it will 
not delay.” 

It was this faith which led King George 
VI, of Great Britain, to quote the fol- 
lowing lines in his Christmas broadcast 
to the world at the beginning of the sec- 
ond world war, 1939: 

“And I said to the man who stood at the 

gate of the year: 

‘Give me a light, that I may tread safely 

into the unknown!’ 

And he replied: 

‘Go out into the darkness and put your 

hand into the Hand of God. 

That shall be to you better than light 

and safer than a known way.’ 

So, I went forth, and finding the Hand 

of God, trod gladly into the night.”— 
M. Louise Haskins. 
Quotations are from the Revised Standard Version 


Lesson title and Scripture copyrighted by the Division 
of Education, National Council of Churches. 
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BOOK NOTES 


CHURCH AND CAMPUS is the title 

of the Presbyterian, U. S., book fea- 
turing the program of higher education 
now being written by a battery of special- 
ists. It is being edited by DeWitt Red- 
dick of the University of Texas for pub- 
lication early in 1956. Chapter headings 
and authors include: 

1. The Critical Years (college brings 
religious growing pains), J. J. Murray. 

2. How Extensive Is It? (Presbyte- 
rian work in higher education), Reddick 
and the higher education staff. 

3. Sweat, Blood and Prayer (they 
built your Presbyterian colleges), R. T. 
L. Liston. 

4. For the Glory of God and the Dig- 
nity of Man (Presbyterians, education 
and human liberty), Francis P. Miller. 

5. What Is a Christian College? (its 
significance), J. R. Cunningham. 

6. An Educated Clergy—The Presby- 
terian Mark (seminaries and the train- 
ing school), E. T. Thompson. 

7. A Workshop for Christianity (on 
all campuses), Malcolm C. McIver. 

8. The Professors Join In (claiming 
the faculty for Christ), Rene de Visme 
Williamson. 

9. Serving God Through Lifewerk 
(guidance program), D. Maurice Allan 
and Dallas H. Smith. 

10. Putting Our Shoulders to the 
Wheel (facing the future), Hunter B. 
Blakely. 





cd * * 


SAINT LUKE’S LIFE OF JESUS, RETOLD 
IN MODERN LANGUAGE. By G. Aiken Tay- 
lor, Alexandria, La. The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York. 161 pp., $2.75. 

The title does not indicate that the book 
combines two undertakings: to present 
a paraphrase of Luke’s Gospel in modern 
language, and to offer an interpretation 
of that Gospel. The author indicates his 
purpose on page 6: “Mine is not ‘pri- 
marily the story of what Jesus said and 
did, but of what Luke intended to say 
about what Jesus said and did.” Such 
an undertaking is quite legitimate, but it 
would have been more candid to do what 
(for instance) Dr. Scofield and Roman 
Catholic editors of the Bible have done, 
print the translation or paraphrase, and 
the comments or interpolations, in such 
a way that the reader can readily distin- 
guish the one from the other. Readers 
unfamiliar with the original have no way 
of knowing what Luke said and what is 
the interpreter’s belief as to what Luke 
“intended to say.” 

The book is, however, well written 
and printed, and will very likely serve to 
induce many to read it who would not 
pick up an ordinary Bible. One distinc- 
tive feature is bringing in, not as post- 
script but as part of the narrative, the 
early part of Acts. This is faithful to 
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Luke’s presentation of the story of the 
church as a continuation of the life and 
activity of Jesus. 

K. J. FOREMAN. 
Louisville, Ky. 

BIENNIAL REPORT, National Council of 
Churches, 297 4th Ave., NYC 10. $2.75 
plus 12¢ postage. 

This 256-page volume contains the 
directory, reports and records of the NCC. 
The fact that it bears a 1954 date (on the 
cover) makes it look out-of-date upon 
publication but it offers the latest avail- 
able references. 

READING ALOUD EFFECTIVELY. Ben 
Graf Henneke. Rinehart & Co., N. Y. 481 
pp., $6.75. 

This is a valuable bock not only for 
public figures (like ministers) but also 
for home use. In addition to practical 
helps in line with the title there are 
numerous choice selections from prose 
and poetry. For some, the fact that the 





... for Gifts 


e WEDDING 
e ANNIVERSARY 
e GRADUATION 


$1.50 (cloth) 
$1 (gift binding, boxed, with 


marriage certificate) 


book is printed on coated paper may 
make the book difficult to use. The 
values far outweigh this possible handi- 
cap. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


Philosophie History of Civilization. Jen- 
nings C. Wise. Philosophical Library, N. Y. 
$4.75. 

What Is Creative Thinking? Catharine 
Patrick. Philosophical Library, N._ Y. 
$3.00. 

The Compact Treasury of Inspiration. 
Edited by Kenneth Seeman Giniger. Haw- 








thorn Books, Inec., N.Y. $3.95. 
The Master Is Home. Elbert Neil John- 


son. American Press, N. Y. $2.50. 

Simple Customs. Iain Moncreiffe and 
Don Pottinger. Thomas Nelson & Sons, 
N. ¥. $2.50. 

Positive Thinking Is not Enough. Eve 
Barbour. Vantage Press, Inc., N. Y. $3.00. 

Guide to Earning a Living. Ed Cun- 
ningham and Leonard Reed. Simon & 
Schuster, N. Y. $1.95, paper. $3.95, cloth. 





Enthusiastic Reviews 


e “We recommend it for Christian young 
people for reading before marriage, and even 
before engagement. It is a good hook for 
pastors to have.’—The Associate Reformed 
Presbyterian 


e“A delightful little subtitled 
‘Thoughts About a Christian Marriage.’ 
Addressed to young couples, it discusses the 


book, 


marriage vows with candor, humor, and deep 
wisdom.”—Religion in Life (Methodist) 


eA beautiful little book on Christian mar- 
riage, useful not only to those who are look- 
ing forward to marriage, but also to those 
who are already married, and are eager to 
keep their marriage on the high level of the 
Christian way of life."—The Witness (Epis- 
copal) 


Order one or a dozen for readily available gifts 
At your bookseller’s or 


<a — — — — — — — — —— CLIP AND MAIL —-—-——-——————————5} 


TO OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS 


1 N. Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Va. 
Please send me FROM THIS DAY FORWARD, by Kenneth J. Foreman 


eee eee 


Cur —.- : 
(0 Check enclosed 


! 

l 

___copy(s) @ $1.50 (cloth) | 
__copy(s) @ $1.00 (paper, gift binding) | 
! 

zoe ae é naan nn nnn nnnnnnnnneee ney 
oul ee Cy fea ee ee ee ee 

P | 

aio tasiatioaian INE: ccciciasttnisienntibeanibmahiinsh oiiihien athena | 
(0 Charge my account | 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
Re” 222... .—- eaten ie ae 3 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


15 





Duke University Library 


. Durham, N. C. 
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MATINIO FT ORIAL 


MENTION 


CHANGES 

Oliver R. Williamson 
N. Y., to 1937 
B. C. 

John E. Grissett from Craig, Alaska, to 
119-20 Union Turnpike, Kew Gardens 15, 
i Oe 

J. V. C. Summerell, Blackstone, Va., 
has accepted a call to the First church, 
Florence, Ala., effective late in August. 

Alva M. Gregg, West End church, 
Atlanta, Ga., has accepted a call to the 
Forest Hills church, Birmingham, Ala. 

Wm. B. Abbot from Berryville, Va., to 
F. N. Cooper, “Oakwood,” Rt. 1, Hunting- 
don, Pa. 

Jos. R. Woody has returned from fur- 
lough to Caixa Postal 36, Uberlandia, E. 
de Minas, Brazil. 

Wm. H. Crane has returned from mis- 
sionary furlough to APCM, Luluabourg, 
Boite Postal 17, Congo Belge, Africa. 

Harvy Overton, Jr., from Douglas, Ga., 
to Box 374, Hinesville, Ga. 

Jackson E. Smith from Tulsa, Okla., to 
720 14th Ave., N., Seattle 2, Wash. 

Roy Ewing Vale, former Presbyterian, 
USA, Moderator, will become minister 
emeritus for life on July 1 in the Taber- 
nacle church, Indianapolis, Ind., 
he has had a long pastorate. Address: 
235 W. 54th St., Indianapolis 8. A re 
cent issue of “The Carillon,” published 
by the church, carries many tribues to 
his life and service. 

Chas. W. Owens of Shawnee church, 
Louisville, Ky., will become pastor of the 
Northminster church, Kansas City, Mo., 
July 1. 

Paul D. Wright, who has served at Lees 
Junior College, Jackson, Ky., during the 
past year, has begun his new work as 
pastor at Clarendon, Texas. 

Wm. Lowry Walker, from Mt. Pleasant, 
Tenn., to the First church, 
Texas. 

Edward W. Jones, formerly of Pitts- 
burgh, Pa., now serves the Brook church, 
Hillburn, N. Y. 

Samuel R. McKinstry from Avoca, N. 
Y.. to Marion, N. Y. 

James H. Mulholland from 
town, N. Y., to Randallstown, 

C. Elmer Talcott from 
the First Retormed 
N. Y. 

Bruce G. Tucker from 
N. Y., to Ogdenburg, N. Y. 

John Van Ess formerly of the Reform- 
ed church, now serves the Unionville, 
N. Y., church. 
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DEATHS 
Herbert H. Field, Brooklyn, N. Y., for- 
mer stated clerk and 
tive, died May 28. 
Watson M. Fairley, 82, of Tarboro and 
Montreat, N. C., died June 6 in an Ashe- 
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ville, N. C., hospital from injuries re- 
ceived in a fall on the day before. His 
pastorates were in Texas and North Caro- 
lina. He retired in 1941. 

Mrs. H. Hugh Bousman, the former 
Nona Stimmel, Presbyterian, USA, mis- 


. sionary to the Philippines, died in Manila 


June 11. Mr. Bousman died in 1953. 

Edwin Forrest Hallenbeck, 90, died in 
Claremont, Calif., June 8. He served pas- 
torates in New York and California and 
for 17 years was a professor in San Fran- 
cisco Theological Seminary, retiring in 
1937. 


WM. BLACK AWARD 

Wm. O. Nelson of the Elise church, 
Robbins, N. C., was presented the Wil- 
liam Black citation by Presbyterian Jun- 
ior College, Maxton, N. C., recently. This 


service in church extension and ev . 


award is made annually for a oe 
lism. 


< 


TRAVEL \ 
Presbyterian USA Stated Clerk Eu 
gene Carson Blake, Chaplain John 
Borneman, Philadelphia, and John Hy) 
Gardner, Baltimore, Md., will visit Army 
chaplains in Europe this summer. 


Richard O. Comfort, Jefferson City, Mo, 
will be on six-month loan to the USg 
Boards of Foreign and National Missiong 
beginning July 15 for a study of the rural” 
church in Pakistan. He will also visit 
India, Japan, the Philippines and Hawaii 

Stuart R. Oglesby, Central church, At 
lanta, Ga., and Mrs. Oglesby are now vise 


iting in Europe. ¢ 





FLORA MACDONALD 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 


B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
Christian Education for Christian 


MarSHALL Scott Woopson, President 
“4 Superior College for Superior Students” 


COLLEGE 


Arts College 


Living and Service 











EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1999 


Exceptional record for turning out leaders in church, community and nation. 
Sound education undergirded by Christian faith. 


Hampden-Sydney. Virginia 








Maryville 
College 


Founded 1819 


Liberal Arts, Coeducational, Presbyterian, Accred- 
ited by Association of American Universities, South- 
ern Association, National Association of Schools of 
Music, American Association of University Women, 
American Medical Association, etc. 
$336 per semester for tuition, fees, room, board, 
and may be met in part by self-help. Address 


RALPH WALDO LLOYD, President 


Charges average 


Maryville, Tennessee 








High School Juniors and Seniors— 


registration. 


Write for Information 


SOUTHWESTERN 


The expected surge in college enrollment is beginning. 
Act now before the college of your choice reaches capacity 


Office of Admissions 


SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 
MEMPHIS 12, TENNESSEE 








Centre 
College 


Founded 1819 
(Kentucky’s Bluegrass Area) 


terian. 





Separate Campuses ..... 


for women and men students but most classes and social func- 
tions held jointly. Fully accredited. Liberal Arts. Presby- 
Famous for distinguished alumni. 

Send for illustrated booklet 
Walter A. Groves, Ph. D., President 


Fine facilities. 


Danville, Ky. 
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